Concordia Theological Seminary Receives Accreditation for Online M.A. in Deaconess Studies


The Association of Theological Schools has granted preliminary approval to Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana, for an M.A. in Deaconess Studies program, which will be delivered through a combination of electronic distance learning and on-campus intensives. 
 “Many women serve in roles involving diaconal work and aspects of spiritual care, without having had formal theological training at the graduate level. 

Concordia Theological Seminary (CTS) is delighted to be able to honor their diaconal work, by providing an opportunity for these women to study Theology at an advanced level and gain an M.A. so that they can be certified as Deaconesses”, said Dr Arthur Just, Director of Deaconess Studies at the seminary. 

A deaconess is a woman who is theologically trained and dedicated to sharing the Gospel of Christ through acts of mercy and human care.  The role of deaconess finds expression in diverse settings and specializations, whether in a congregation, in an institution, or on the mission field. Serving alongside the pastor, she embodies Christ’s incarnational care in the midst of suffering.  

Many women already serve in roles that involve diaconal work and aspects of spiritual care, without having had formal theological training at the graduate level. Full-time study at a post-graduate institution is often not an option for these women, due to their family and work commitments. Concordia Theological Seminary is now able to provide an alternate route for these women to study and obtain a Master of Arts in Deaconess Studies. The program will be delivered through a combination of distance learning via electronic means and on-campus intensives. Innovative methods will be used to teach courses online. Rather than simply seeking to duplicate the traditional classroom online, course creators are looking for creative ways to teach the Deaconess student the knowledge, skills and attitudes they need for diaconal work in their specific context. Students will also have opportunity to interact with faculty and fellow students and take part in campus activities through twice yearly, two-week seminars held on campus
The full-time degree can be completed in 2 ½ years, but students may opt to take courses on a part-time basis. The curriculum will be structured to take into account the experience and workload of the students.  Nearly one-third of the credit hours are based on activities relating to the student’s current job. The Director of the on-line program will work with each student to provide practical advice and to ensure that their workload is manageable. 

The degree will include a rigorous program of theological study, together with training in practical, diaconal skills. Full-time students will take two on-line courses in each of the Fall and Spring quarters, and two, 2-week intensives in each of the Winter and Summer quarters. All students will also participate in Fieldwork.

Women admitted to this program must have:

· Completed a Bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited institution or the equivalent; and
· Been a member of a congregation in The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, ordinarily for a minimum of two years prior to admission; and
· Served at least 5 years in a congregation or institution, where their work has included an element of spiritual care (e.g. parish nurse, care ministry in a congregation), and will continue to serve in this way throughout the course of their study. 

Sample full-time curriculum: 

Year 1

	Fall


	On-line
	· History of the Office of Deaconess

· Lutheran Confessions: Introduction and Overview

· Field Education – Deaconess Studies I



	Winter


	On campus
	· Gospels I

· Counseling

· Field Education Seminar I

	
	On-line
	· Field Education – Deaconess Studies I



	Spring


	On-line
	· History: The Church in Missiological Perspective

· The Books of Moses

· Field Education – Deaconess Studies I



	Summer


	On campus
	· The Means of Grace: Baptism & the Lord’s Supper

· Theological Ethics

· Field Education Seminar I




Year 2

	Fall


	On-line
	· Gospels II: Pastoral and Missional Theology in Luke and Acts

· Ministry to the Sick & Dying

· Field Education – Deaconess Studies II



	Winter


	On campus
	· Pauline Epistles

· Deaconess Practice

· Field Education Seminar II

	
	On-line
	· Field Education – Deaconess Studies II



	Spring


	On-line
	· The Lutheran Confessions in Today’s World

· Catechetics: Teaching the Faith

· Field Education – Deaconess Studies II



	Summer


	On campus
	· Psalms

· Heaven on Earth: The Worship of Lutherans Today




Year 3

	Winter


	On campus
	· Deaconess Seminar

· Field Education Seminar II


While CTS has been carrying out distance learning pastoral training programs since the mid-1990s, this is the first time that an online program for women, leading to an M.A. and certification as a Deaconess, will be offered. It is anticipated that the first students will be enrolled for the Fall 2009 quarter.   “The approved online M.A. in Deaconess Studies demonstrates the commitment of the seminary to providing creative ways to teach Deaconess students the knowledge, skills and attitudes they need for diaconal work in their specific context.” said Dr. Lawrence Rast, Academic Dean at CTS.
 
We would like to invite you to find out more about the M.A. in Deaconess Studies by emailing us at deaconess@ctsfw.edu, or calling Dr. Arthur Just, Director of Deaconess Studies (260 452 2138) or Dr. Cyndy Lumley, Associate Director of Deaconess Studies (260 452 2225).
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